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Look Out for High Water
Ditches and Creeks are Flowing Throughout Flood Season

Longmont’s peak season for creek flooding and flash floods runs 
from May through September. During this time, City staff watch 
conditions with a keen eye, and additional monitoring is mobilized 
through the Creek Watch program if predetermined flood triggers 
are met. 
 In addition to Left Hand and St. Vrain creeks that flow through the 
community, the city also is home to several ditches used for irrigation 
and to fill reservoirs and lakes. Water levels and flow rates in these ditches can fluctuate 
from day to day. Be aware of conditions and be especially cautious with children and 
pets near the ditches. High, fast-flowing water can lead to injury or drowning in a matter 
of seconds.

 Pedestrian underpasses along the 
City’s greenways have been designed 
to serve storm drainage functions, 
including handling overflow from 
creeks and ditches. Periodic closures 
due to high water from spring 
runoff and flash floods are a normal 
part of the greenway function. You 
can check underpass closures at 
LongmontColorado.gov/trail-status. 
For public safety, it is important that 
you not enter any underpass where 
the gates are closed or standing 
water is visible.
 There are many variables that 
can interact to cause flooding in 

Longmont, and there is no way to predict how or when the next flood will occur. It's also 
unlikely that flooding will occur exactly the same way in the future that it has in the past. 
Keep an eye on conditions and pay attention to weather warnings from the National 
Weather Service. 
 In the event of flooding, climb to safety and keep a close eye on your surroundings. 
Most flood deaths occur when people do not respect the power of flowing water.
 Visit LongmontColorado.gov/flood-info for information on flood preparedness. 
There, you can view live web cameras, monitor creek and ditch conditions, learn about 
factors that lead to flooding, learn how to be prepared, and, most importantly, find 
out how to stay informed. The City’s Office of Emergency Management also delivers 
emergency preparedness talks to civic organizations. To schedule a presentation, call 
303-651-8438 or email OEM@LongmontColorado.gov.

• Flood insurance is available for any 
property, regardless of whether it is 
located in a floodplain. Learn more at 
LongmontColorado.gov/flood-info. 

• The City of Longmont can provide 
several kinds of floodplain information 
such as details on FEMA Flood Zones 
including floodway, Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs), City 
Mapped Floodplains (eg., 
Spring Gulch No. 2), Flood 
Insurance requirements, 
2013 flooded areas, 
floodplain map updates, 
and copies of existing 
Elevation Certificates.

• Floodplain information 
for a specific property can 
be obtained by address 
on Boulder County’s 
Assessor's maps at 
maps.boco.solutions/
propertysearch. Click 
"Floodplain" to see the 
results.

• Still have questions or need assistance? 
Contact the City’s Floodplain Manager, 
Monica Bortolini, at 303-651-8328 or 
Monica.Bortolini@LongmontColorado.
gov. Floodplain information requests 
will be responded to within 48 hours, 
and appointments are available to 
discuss the information in person.

Floodplain Basics

Lee usted español? Para recibir City Line 
en español, llame al 303-651-8601.
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Labels Don’t Define Longmont

LONGMONT 
CITY COUNCIL
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Bagley, Joan Peck, Jeff Moore, Gabe Santos, 
Seated, left to right: Bonnie Finley, Mayor 
Dennis Coombs, Polly Christensen
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WARD 2: Jeff Moore
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WARD 3: Bonnie Finley 
303-774-3612, bonnie.finley@LongmontColorado.gov

AT-LARGE: Gabe Santos 
303-774-3615, gabe.santos@LongmontColorado.gov

AT-LARGE: Polly Christensen
303-774-3618, polly.christensen@LongmontColorado.gov

AT-LARGE: Joan Peck
303-774-3619, joan.peck@LongmontColorado.gov

Find City Council meeting agendas at 
LongmontColorado.gov/city_council

CITY MANAGER: Harold Dominguez 
303-651-8601, harold.dominguez@LongmontColorado.gov

CITY LINE EDITOR: Rigo Leal 
303-651-8601, rigo.leal@LongmontColorado.gov

Talk to your 
      representatives at 

Coffee With 
Council
At Coffee with Council you can talk 
with two council members on any topic 
of your choice, and the coffee’s on us! 
This month, Coffee with Council will 
be from 9 to 10 am on Saturday, July 
22, at the Firehouse Art Center, 667 
4th Avenue. Mayor Coombs and Council 
Member Santos are scheduled to attend. 
In August, Coffee with Council will be on 
August 26 at The Brewing Market. 
 For information about city council 
meetings, visit LongmontColorado.gov/
city_council or call 303-651-8649.

Much time was spent recently at City Council meetings listening to public 
comment about sanctuary cities. In case you’re unfamiliar, it’s a label being 
attached to various communities that choose to protect the rights of  all 
community members regardless of  their immigration status.
 Some say the undocumented immigrant community members are breaking 
the law and should be punished; others say that protecting human dignity is 
more important.
 Longmont has a long history of  welcoming all people into the community, 
and we have worked hard over the years to enhance our relationships with 
everyone who resides here regardless of  their culture, their country of  origin, 
their economic means, or their immigration status.
 That includes the relationship-building from Longmont Public Safety. I 
agree with Public Safety Chief  Mike Butler who says we need to encourage 
people to reach out to us if  they need any kind of  public safety service. They 
need to know that we can be trusted and that our services are accessible to 
anyone, regardless of  their status. That does not mean that we cannot or will 
not use the full force of  local and state ordinances and statutes to enforce our 
laws against anyone who commits a crime, regardless of  immigration status.
 Longmont’s approach has been consistent for many years and it has 
created a strong and resilient community. We will not let fear and labels define 
who we are.
 What we as a City Council have committed to is formalizing the policies 
and procedures that we have adhered to for years. You can find that 
document at bit.ly/immigrationpolicies and see how we will continue to 
embrace anyone who wants to be a contributing member of  the Longmont 
community.

A MESSAGE FROM Mayor Coombs Recreation Facility 
Closures

West Nile Season is Here 
Get ENotifications

The City of Longmont offers an email 
alert system that provides up-to-date 
information on a variety of topics 
including West Nile Virus. To sign up, 
go to the eNotification subscription 
page at LongmontColorado.gov/online-
services/e-notification-subscription, and 
choose the type of news you would like 
to receive. For information about the 
City’s mosquito control program visit 
LongmontColorado.gov/westnile.

Every year in late summer the City's 
recreation facilities close for 
maintenance on systems and equipment.

* The ST. VRAIN MEMORIAL BUILDING 
will be closed August 7 - 12.

* CENTENNIAL POOL will be closed  
August 19 - 27.

* The LONGMONT RECREATION CENTER 
will be closed August 27 - September 3.

ROOSEVELT and KANEMOTO activity 
pools close for the season on August 13, 
and beach hours at UNION RESERVOIR 
change beginning August 19; through 
September 4 it will be open only on 
weekends and Labor Day.

For more information visit 
LongmontColorado.gov/rec.

https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/city-council
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/city-council
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https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/online-services/e-notification-subscription
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-n-z/public-information/west-nile-virus
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-n-z/recreation-services
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Stay OUTSIDE 
the Lines
When summer arrives, most of Longmont likes 
to dig in – literally. Whether it’s to plant a few 
flowers, install a new sandbox, or begin a major 
landscaping project, there always seem to be 
plenty of reasons to pick up a shovel. But when 
you do, please remember: Call before you dig! 
 Colorado’s “Call Before You Dig” law protects 
your utility lines from being cut during 
underground work, which also protects you and 
your neighborhood. Remember:
• If you’re going to dig in your property, or in 

a nearby easement or right-of way, call 811! 
This warns anyone who has an underground 
line in the area to mark it with paint or a flag. 
You MUST call at least two business days in 
advance. 

• If you own an underground line in an 
easement or right-of-way, call 303-205-6367. 
This lets you register your line with the Utility 
Notification Center of Colorado so that anyone 
calling 811 knows your line is there. All lines in 
these areas must be registered, whether it’s 
for large companies like Xcel or a smaller HOA 
irrigation system. This costs $25 a year, plus 

 a small charge for each notification. 

 Failing to call could leave you with a broken line 
and an expensive repair bill. It also can disrupt 
service to an entire area, and be especially 
dangerous for gas and electric lines!
 If flags appear in your yard, please leave them 
there – they’re keeping your lines safe. If the flags 
seem to have been out for a while, call UNCC at 
1-800-922-1987 to ask if it is safe to remove them.  
 Remember, calling first saves trouble later. Your 
neighbors at Longmont Power & Communications 
and at Public Works & Natural Resources care 
about you, so please, stay safe! 

Three-year-olds can still enroll 
at Small Wonders Preschool

Spots are still available in the affordable, licensed, 
two-day morning (M/W or T/TH) program for 
3-year-olds at Small Wonders Preschool for the 
2017-18 school year. Located at the St. Vrain 
Memorial Building, 700 Longs Peak Avenue, the 
Fun Time Escape program offers a variety of fun 
and developmentally appropriate activities for your 
child. Children explore art, science, music, phonics, 
math concepts, art, rotating themed play centers 
and so much more! Visit ow.ly/X0SdO or call 
303-651-8396 for details.

FALL SPORTS LEAGUES
Longmont Recreation & Golf Services offers fall participation 
sports leagues for youth and adults. 
 Boys and girls can choose from lacrosse, volleyball and cross 
country, and there is an intermural soccer program for 
middle school youth. NEW in 2017: try the teen outdoor 
grass coed volleyball!
 Fall adult sports leagues are offered in basketball, 
coed kickball, outdoor grass coed volleyball, flag football 
and softball. 
 Register as a team for any league or as a free agent and 
we’ll get you connected. For registration details and deadlines, 
visit LongmontColorado.gov/rec or call 303-774-4800. 

With summer in full swing, longer days and kids out of school, we all are aware of more 
pedestrians and bicyclists. Everywhere. All the time. 
 There are several things we can do to ensure that our community is safe for all modes 
of transportation, whether motor vehicles, bicycles, wheelchairs, pedestrians or strollers: 
• Motorists turning right on red: Look for pedestrians and bikes on multiuse paths.
• Passing a bicyclist? Colorado state law requires you keep a 3-foot distance from the 

leftmost part of the bicycle. Motorists may cross the double yellow line (if safe) in 
order to provide ample room.

• Drivers: Signal your intentions, then follow through with them. 
• Bicyclists: ALWAYS ride on the right in the same direction as traffic. Act predictably. 

You are a vehicle.
• Bicyclists: Obey the law! Stops signs, red lights, green lights – they all apply to you!
• Pedestrians: Be visible; wear bright colors and reflective gear at night.
• Pedestrians: Use crosswalks when available and make eye contact when crossing. 

And, yes, even pedestroams should put their phones away.
• Everyone: Head up; phone down!
 We all must do our part to make Longmont a safe 
community and a place where everyone feels safe 
to ride a bike, walk, take a bus, ride a motorcycle, 
or be in a car or a wheelchair. Put your phone away. 
Eat when you’re at a table. Keep the music on one 
station. And keep your eyes on the road.
	 The	City	offers	free	classes	on	traffic	safety.	
Call	303-651-8924	or	email	Lauren.Greenfield@
LongmontColorado.gov	to	learn	more.

Traffic Safety for Everyone

https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-n-z/recreation-services/children-youth-teen-programs/small-wonders-preschool
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-n-z/recreation-services
mailto:Lauren.Greenfield%40LongmontColorado.gov?subject=
mailto:Lauren.Greenfield%40LongmontColorado.gov?subject=


DOG SWIM!DOG SWIM!After the activity pools are 
closed at the end of summer,
the pool chemicals are 
neutralized making the water 
safe for dogs. All friendly dogs 
are welcome; balls and bags are 
provided. And, you can visit the 
multiple dog-friendly vendors 
in attendance. No people 
swimming, please. 

Roosevelt Activity Pool
903 8th Avenue 
Tuesday, August 15, 9 am to 
noon and 4 to 7 pm  

Kanemoto Activity Pool
1151 S. Pratt Parkway
Wednesday, August 16, 4 to 7 pm  

From 6 to 9 pm on August 25, Josh 
Hoyer brings his rugged, soulful 
voice and his band, Soul Colossal, 
to Downtown Longmont. Kicking 
off the night will be Denver's 
“progresssive old-school” funk 
group Space Orphan. As always, 
concert admission is free, and local 
craft beer, cider and wine, and food 
will be available for purchase. There 
also will be activities for children, 
music, dancing and more. Bring 
some friends and some chairs, kick 
back and relax, or get up and dance 
and enjoy a beautiful summer 
night in Downtown Longmont!

Return Downtown from 1 to 6 pm
on Saturday, August 26, for the 
all-new Downtown Block Party! 
There will be tons of activities 
and entertainment throughout 
the district: the second annual 
Amazing Race, a community 
scavenger hunt, a Downtown 
fashion show, music, drama 
performances, costumed street 
performers, sidewalk sales, 
wellness treatments, and more.
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When people first learn of Dr. Temple Grandin’s storied 
career, they often wonder what livestock handling has 
to do with autism. The answer, says the CSU professor 
and worldwide autism advocate, is simple: “Animals 
think like autistic humans.” Dr. Grandin is one of the first 
individuals on the autism spectrum to publicly share 
insights from her personal experience with autism. 
  As the author of 12 books and several hundred 
publications on topics ranging from autism to livestock 
handling, temperament, and fertility, as well as 
environmental enrichment and animal safety, Grandin 
is credited with remarkable advances in both autism 
awareness and livestock handling. Grandin holds a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology, a master’s degree in 
animal science, and a doctoral degree in animal science, 
as well as numerous honorary degrees. She has received 
many awards and honors, including her 2017 induction 
into the National Women’s Hall of Fame. She also was 
the subject of an HBO movie that was nominated for 
15 Primetime Emmy Awards and won seven.
 Tickets for this program are free, but advance 
registration is required, and it’s likely to sell out. 
Register online beginning at 10 am on Tuesday, 
August 7, at bit.ly/LibPrograms. No email address or 
internet service? Call 303-651-8472 to register by phone. 
Tickets are limited to four per registrant. Ticketholders 
must arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the program’s 
start or risk surrendering their seat. 
 This program is part of the Longmont Public Library’s 
“Authors We Love” series. For more information about 
this and other author talks, visit bit.ly/AuthorsWeLove. 

Dr. Temple Grandin Brings Insights 
to Longmont Library Program

Tuesday, September 12
7 to 8 pm
Stewart Auditorium
400 Quail Road

Fee: $3 per dog 
Recreation passes are not valid

As summer winds down, Downtown Longmont keeps the 
fun going! The final Downtown Summer Concert will be held 
Friday, August 25, and the all-new Downtown Block Party takes 
place the following day, Saturday, August 26.

Events at
SANDSTONE RANCH VISITORS & 

LEARNING CENTER

Free Community Night :
The Wonderful World of Bats 
Tuesday, August 15, 5:30 to 8 pm 

Aquatic Insects Workshop
Saturday, August 26 
10:30 am to noon

Come learn about the amazing life 
of one of the most enigmatic animals 
on Earth. The real-life story of bats 
outshines all the fairy tales and 
myths surrounding this beautiful 
and misunderstood mammal. This 
free outdoor presentation, weather 
permitting, is for all ages; no 
registration necessary. Arrive at 5:30 
and bring a picnic and enjoy the 
scenery before the featured event 
at 6:30 pm.

Enjoy a fun, family workshop 
focusing on aquatic insects. Learn 
through a talk and an activity. 
Weather permitting, this workshop 
will be outdoors. For 
all ages! 
$4 per adult/$2 per 
child suggested 
donation. Call 
303-651-8404 
to register. 

3001 Sandstone Drive  |  bit.ly/ssrevents

https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/
https://www.longmontcolorado.gov/departments/departments-e-m/library/programs-events-and-classes
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