City Line
March 2015

Spring Fishing Event
for Kids

12th Annual Chick Clark Kids’
Fishing Program Kickoff
Saturday, April 4
Izaak Walton Park, 18 S. Sunset Street
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Water rates set to increase March 1

Here’s why ...

Last year, City staff completed an update to Longmont’s Treated Water Master Plan.
That comprehensive document identifies numerous capital projects over the next
20 years totaling approximately $215 million. Notably, the bulk of those projects
are needed simply to maintain the reliability of our current system. The price for
this is approximately $138 million in today’s dollars. Approximately $77 million is
needed for projected growth of the City through the expansion of water supply, water
treatment and distribution system projects. In order to meet this financial challenge,
water rates must increase. Without increasing rates, the funds will not be available to
maintain Longmont’s water system.
Some have asked why rate increases are needed when water consumption is
going down. There are fixed costs in obtaining, treating and supplying water just as
there are fixed costs in producing a commodity such as coffee. The City continues
to promote water conservation because it is one of the least expensive water supply
alternatives, but conservation does not eliminate most of the costs of operating a
water utility. The costs of the infrastructure, energy and labor needed to supply clean,
potable water to the community and maintain the water system continue to increase.
Paying more for anything is rarely welcomed by any consumer, but in this case,
it’s important to look closely at the value of what is provided. It requires serious
infrastructure and labor to turn raw water into the safe, consumable water we depend
on every day. By generating sufficient revenue to properly maintain and improve our
water system, we uphold the value of reliable, high-quality water for Longmont.
This is what the 9% increase means to most Longmont water utility customers:

FOR RESIDENTIAL USERS INSIDE THE CITY
		

The Chick Clark Fishing Program at
Izaak Walton Pond provides a special
opportunity for Longmont youth ages 15
and younger to learn about local natural
resources, participate in fun outdoor
activities and catch their own fish, yearround. The April 4 kickoff event for the
2015 program includes a free kids’ fishing
clinic (preregistration required), free lunch
and free fishing for children. Parents can
get more information about the event and
registration at bit.ly/longmontkidsfish.

¿Lee usted español? Para recibir City Line
en español, llame al 303-651-8601.

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Monthly Service Charge					
5/8” x 3/4" meter

$4.42

$4.90

$5.43

$6.00

$6.62

Volume Charge, per 1,000 gallons				
0 - 5,000 gallons

$2.24

$2.40

$2.58

$2.77

$2.97

5,001 - 15,000 gallons

$3.17

$3.42

$3.69

$3.99

$4.31

15,001 - 35,000 gallons

$3.75

$4.20

$4.70

$5.24

$5.82

All over 35,000 gallons

$5.28

$5.88

$6.53

$7.25

$8.02

New 2015 rates apply to usage starting in March, so residents can expect the
new rates to first appear on their April bills. For more information about water
utility services and rates, visit LongmontColorado.gov/water or call 303-651-8468.
The City recognizes that for some the increased cost may be burdensome. If you need
assistance paying your utility bill, visit www.bit.ly/longmontutilityassistance or call
303-651-8664 for a list of agencies offering utility payment assistance. Applicants
must meet stringent qualifications, and some programs are designed for specific
populations such as those 55 or older, lupus and MS patients, and veterans.

A MESSAGE FROM Mayor Coombs

Now is the time to develop
our shared vision

This will be a critical year for the City of Longmont. In addition to the reconstruction
projects that are physically reshaping our city following the 2013 flood, we also are
embarking on an exciting communitywide planning effort to update and integrate the
Longmont Area Comprehensive Plan (LACP) and Multimodal Transportation Plan
(MMTP) to help guide how Longmont will grow in the future. This plan will serve
as a kind of blueprint for Longmont’s physical and philosophical growth for the next
decade.
Since the last updates more than 10 years ago, the community has continued to
change and evolve; our community interests and overall vision may have changed, too.
This update gives us a chance to address new opportunities, challenges and interests.
Phase 1 of the project is beginning now and will focus on project initiation and
identifying issues to be addressed. Subsequent phases of the project will include:
• Visioning and strategic directions
• Focus area opportunities and key choices
• Draft plan
• Implementation strategies
• Review and adoption process
This strategic plan is an immensely important document because it will guide almost
every decision the City Council makes now and in the future. It is critical that the public
participates in the development of the LACP during the next 12 to 18 months.
The public will have many opportunities to weigh in and shape the plan’s
development, including traditional community meetings and focus groups. There also
will be nontraditional opportunities such as web surveys, public kiosks and feedback
forms, all designed to reach a broad spectrum of the community.
I look forward to having this vital conversation with all of you during the next
several months. Please continue to watch for notices and invitations in City Line, the
Times-Call, online and through other outlets so that we can engage with you. Together,
we will determine our shared vision for Longmont’s future.
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Longmont well
represented
in national municipal
leadership
At the recent National League of
Cities’ (NLC) Congress of Cities and
Exposition three Longmont City
Council members were elected or
re-elected to national leadership
positions.
Council Member Jeff Moore was
named to the Legislative Action
Committee of the NLC Board of
Directors of which he is a member.
Council Member Bonnie Finley was
reappointed to the Community and
Economic Development Steering
Committee. And Council Member
Sarah Levison was reappointed to
the Finance, Administration and
Intergovernmental Relations Steering
Committee.
As members of these committees,
our council representatives play key
roles in shaping NLC policies and
advocating on behalf of America’s
cities and town before Congress, with
the Adminisration and at home.

Talk to your
representatives at

Coffee With
Council

At Coffee with Council you can
talk with two council members on
any topic of your choice, and the
WARD 2: Jeff Moore
coffee’s on us!
720-606-3668, jeff.moore@LongmontColorado.gov
This month, Coffee with
WARD 3: Bonnie Finley
Council
will be held from 9 to
720-438-8818, bonnie.finley@LongmontColorado.gov
10
am
on
Saturday, March 28,
AT-LARGE: Gabe Santos
at
Mac’s
Place,
1640 Pace Street.
303-775-4005, gabe.santos@LongmontColorado.gov
Council members Brian Bagley and
AT-LARGE: Sarah Levison
Polly Christensen are scheduled to
303-847-1647, sarah.levison@LongmontColorado.gov
attend.
AT-LARGE: Polly Christensen
Next month Coffee with Council
720-606-3665, polly.christensen@ LongmontColorado.gov
will be on April 25 at Brewing
City Council agendas are printed every Monday
Market Coffee, 1520 S. Hover.
in the Times-Call.
For information about city
Standing, left to right: Jeff Moore, Gabe Santos, CITY MANAGER: Harold Dominguez
council
meetings and agendas,
303-651-8601, harold.dominguez@LongmontColorado.gov
Mayor Pro Tem Brian Bagley, Bonnie Finley
visit LongmontColorado.gov/city_
Seated, left to right: Sarah Levison,
CITY LINE EDITOR: Rigo Leal
council or call 303-651-8649.
Mayor Dennis Coombs, Polly Christensen
303-651-8601, rigo.leal@LongmontColorado.gov
MAYOR PRO TEM, WARD 1: Brian J. Bagley

720-400-9877, brian.bagley@LongmontColorado.gov
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Lassy Project Child
Safety Month in Longmont
April is

On October 5, 2012, the Front
Range was rocked by the
abduction and murder of
a 10-year old girl who
had dreams of being
a high school cheerleader
and who loved the color
purple. Jessica Ridgeway was
taken on her way to school, and
the community still grapples with
the tragedy. But this nightmare
resulted in something positive. It
sparked Lassy Project, which honors
Jessica’s memory by building safer
communities and protecting the
children we love.
On March 31, the City of
Longmont will proclaim the month of
April as Lassy Project Child Safety
Month. Lassy Project technology
aims to keep children safe by
immediately alerting parents via text
message when their child isn’t where
they are supposed to be, then

Make your park
shelter reservations
online

Recreation & Golf Services is your onestop shop for reserving a Longmont
park shelter for birthday parties, family
celebrations and summer picnics. Visit
LongmontColorado.gov/park-shelters
and click on the name of the park you
want to reserve. The cost is $35 per
day (resident fee) for small shelters
and $25 per hour or $200 per day for
the large shelter at Sandstone Ranch
and the Roosevelt Park Pavilion. For
information about events with more
than 100 guests, call 303-651-8404.
Alcohol permits are available by
contacting the City Clerk’s office at
303-651-8649 after your shelter has
been reserved.
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providing them the ability to
mobilize a group of
neighbors and community
members in seconds
to help.
The plan is simple:
Every resident of
Longmont can download
the free Lassy Project app. In
a few short minutes, create a profile
then build your safety network. If
your child ever goes missing, just
press a button and you have an
instant search and rescue team at
your service.
Together, we will create the
world’s largest network of community
members to reinforce safety and
make the City of Longmont the
safest place to live.
For more information and
to download the app, visit
LassyProject.com/longmont.

Underwater
Easter Egg Hunt
Swimmers of
all abilities are
invited to collect
weighted eggs
from the bottom of
Centennial Pool.
A paying adult must
be in the water
with children age 5
and younger.

Saturday, April 4
1 to 4 pm
Centennial Pool
1201 Alpine Ave.

Cost: $10 per family/$3 per
swimmer/$1 per observer.
Visit LongmontColorado.gov/rec
for more information or call
303-651-8406 to register.

Windows to Wellness

Annual
CURBSIDE
TREE LIMB
Collection
April 6 - 10:
North of 9th Avenue
April 13 - 17:
South of 9th Avenue
Place your bundled tree limbs at
curbside by 7 am on the Monday of
your scheduled collection week for
pick-up during that week. Limbs
must be bundled and cut into lengths
no longer than 6 feet. No limb can
be larger than 6 inches in diameter.
For the full scoop and guidelines, visit
LongmontColorado.gov/solidwaste
or call 303-651-8416.

Saturday, April 11 | 9 am to 1 pm
Longmont Senior Center
910 Longs Peak Avenue
Spring is in the air! Perk up your senses at
this educational, shopping, and hands-on
wellness fair. Visit the Wellness Market for
jewelry, locally produced items and many
more treats. Sign up for 15-minute sessions
with an alternative wellness practitioner
for just $5 each. Past practitioners have
included acupuncture, Reiki massage,
meridian tapping, palmistry, intuitive
readings, Chinese medicine, craniosacral
therapy and more. Call 303-651-8404 or
visit LongmontColorado.gov/rec for more
information.

www.LongmontColorado.gov

Have Fun and Help Longmont

Spruce Up for Spring
Citywide “Clean-up, Green-up” | April 11 - April 30

Businesses, civic groups, schools, neighborhoods, families and individuals are
invited to help spruce up the city. Volunteers can pick a park, greenway, street,
alley or open space to clean up, or an area of need can be assigned. The Grand
Kick-Off for the month-long campaign will be held from 7:30 to 10:30 am
on Saturday, April 11, at the Parks Administration Building, 7 South Sunset
Street. If you can’t participate on kick-off day, you can help “Clean-up,
Green-up” through April 30. For more information, call 303-651-8446 or visit
LongmontColorado.gov/parks.

Downtown “Clean & Green” | April 18

The Longmont Downtown Development Authority (LDDA) will hold its
annual Downtown Longmont Clean & Green event from 8:30 am to 12:30
pm on Saturday, April 18. Make an impact with a variety of deep-cleaning
projects that go beyond the regular maintenance cleaning performed by
the City of Longmont. Come with a friend or form a team. Sponsorships are
welcome, too! To sign up or get more information, call 303-651-8586 or visit
DowntownLongmont.com/clean&green.

And for your own yard…
Garden In-A-Box
Presale Now Open | Simplify water-

wise gardening with professional
“plant-by-number” designs, a selection
of xeriscape plants, and planting and
care instructions all below retail costs.

Water-Wise Landscape Seminars
Offered in April | FREE seminars on

the how-tos of xeriscaping and other
water-wise landscape practices.
The City of Longmont partners
with the Center for ReSource
Conservation to bring you these
programs. Visit conservationcenter.org
or call 303-999-3820 for information.

Annual Water Line Flushing

Every spring, City of Longmont water utilities staff flush the main water lines to
keep water quality at its highest and to ensure that fire hydrants are operational.
The benefits for water quality and fire protection far outweigh the relatively small
amount of water released during the flushing program.
You may notice low water pressure, discolored water, or no water for
short periods of time when flushing is taking place in your neighborhood. We
recommend that you limit water use and avoid using hot water when flushing is
occurring in your immediate area. More information will be provided as flushing
operations are scheduled in April.
Visit LongmontColorado.gov/water or call 303-651-8468 for more information.

Come one, come all, and enjoy
a week of free events celebrating
readers and authors! Meet Colorado
authors, enjoy some Flamenco, and
experience the Boulder County
Bombers. See a magic show, hear
author TaraShea Nesbit and learn
out about illustrating from Dorothy
Donohue. For more information, visit
LongmontColorado.gov/library or
call 303-651-8472 or 303-651-8477.
See you there!
Longmont Public Library
409 4th Avenue

Never discard medications down the drain. Drugs
can pass through the wastewater plant and into
St. Vrain Creek without treatment. Bring them
to this free event for proper disposal. All
pharmaceuticals (prescription and over-the-counter)
from residents will be accepted. This includes pills,
capsules, liquids, inhalers, patches, etc. No
needles, thermometers, controlled substances,
medical equipment, personal care products or
household hazardous wastes will be accepted.
Businesses cannot dispose of their wastes at this event.
For more information call 303-651-8376 or visit
bit.ly/rx-takeback.

Pharmaceutical Take Back
Saturday, April 25 – 8 am to 2 pm
Main Lobby of Longmont United Hospital
1950 Mountain View Avenue

Keep up with City meetings, events and classes at www.LongmontColorado.gov/calendar
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